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1, John Chap. 5. ver. 4+ 
And this .is the Victory that gvercometh \ 
 theVarld, even onr Faith. 


Fo-Hc Church of Chriſt , here 
= 6 INI below, is juſtly. ſtiled - the 
| Church Milicanc, not onely 
OE ITS bh indiftinetton to that which 
DIGD EEE [-is Triumphant above; but 
HE likewiſc upon the ſcore of 
thoſt taany enemies, which: ſhe' eacounters 
in the world : and confequently every mem- 
ber of the ſame, at hisfirft entrance into. it, 
his initiation into Chriſtianity,doth ſolemn- 
ly denounce war againſt the Pomps, and: 
Vanities of this wicked world ; Our lite is 
termed 2 continual Warfare; Chriſt is cal- 
led the Captain of our Salvation ; his Apo- 
Res acquaint: us; how much they. ſuffered 
bocaule they. would nbtdeny the Faith; nor. 
turn Rencgadoes from Nim : particularly, 
1) A3 His: 


(2) 
His ſtout Champion Saint Paul, gives in a 
large account, of the ſeveral Conflids ,which 
he had with the world; And how he came 
off more than Conquerour through Chriſt 
that ſtrengthned him : when he was in dan- 
gerof ſuffering Martyrdom at Rome, he made 
' 1t his pious boaſt, that be had fought the good 
fight, that he. bad kept the Faith ; And when 
he would render his Chriſtian impregna- 
ble, againſt the aſſaults of the world , he 
commands him to put on the whole Armour of 
Ged, ( otherguiſe weapons then thoſe which 
either Homer armed Achilles with, or Virgil 
his ZAneas ) But above all he bids - TOW a 
the ſhield of Faith, wherewith: he. boldly af: 

ſures him; that he: ſhould be able to quench 
all the fiery Darts of the wicked. For, 

'Thws. is. the, viftory that overcometh the world, 

even our — 4 ls | 

- Tcannot do greater right to the Text, thes 

if I ſhould awhile inſiſt upon, and recount 
to you the ſeveral "Trophies, and noble At: 
chievernents of, Faith » How: that not onely 

the Authour, and Finiſher of it, for the joy 
that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, 
des 
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03d 
deſpiſing the ſhame, and was therefore ſet 
down at the right hand of the Throne of 
God/; But moreover how its firſt embracers 
obtained a good report, as well by theigreat- 
neſs of their ſufferings, asthe ſtrangeneſs of 
their conqueſts. Their ſufferings were as 
great, as either wit, or. malice could make 
them; And yet their courage was far greater, 
forthey did not onelytriumphovertheir moſt 
exquiſite torments, bur oftentimes.conquered 
their moſt obdurate tormentours:i -/ © - 
, As for their, conqueſts ; they-were-carri- 
&d on by no humane force; they uſed 'no 
open Hoſtility ; the tratagems ob war, were 
as much againſt their ſimplicity;as upon this 
ſcore, they were - contrary / tor the | expreſs 
words of their betrayed Maſter. Peter put up 
thy ſword, it is enough. There was but one 1in- 
gle blow given;,, and that, too, upon the 
juſteſt occaſion that ever preſented it ;ſelb in 
the world; For it was to reſcue the very 
Lord of Life, out of the hands of that 
miſcreant, who betrayed Him to Death :. 
And yet he that gave it received a ſevere 
L check 


(4) 
check for his pains. . They that take the ſword 
ſhall periſh: by the. ſword. ol 
. L&t:Mobanet: propagate his ſefniceleſs Alco- 
ran by-force 6t-Arms ; lethim by the ſame 
power, hetyranniz'd overthe bodies of his 
vaſlals, captivatetheirſouls; and fo at once 
betray both tro! urrer/ ruine.” Let Enthuſiaſts, 
and Fanaticks dictate the whimlics of a cras'd 
Brain, thoſe: ſlaviſh Do&rines, which ate 
but the neceſlary reſult of.a moroſe temper , 
for the inamedigte' Oracles 'of God; the 
eg the' Gifts, and Graces'-of his free 
and Princely Spirit. And if 'they be not 
—_ received; let thera betake them- 
elves oo open! violence; commit the moſt 
horrid Ourrages upen'their felow-creatures ; 
as they have done'in ſeveral parts-of the 
world, when- otice they -got the ſword into 
their hands: Butithe Golpel'of Peace knows 
no ſich boyſterous. methods, ' Chriſts Soul- 
diers, forthe Propagation of his Do&rines, 
never drew any ſword; butthat of the Spirit. 
They. "uſed noneiof thoſe cruet Engines, by 
which the 'Chieftains of ' the world carried on 
LS their 


(5). 
their bloudy Conqueſts. Their weapons 
were ſpiritual. The Victories which they 
aim'd at were over mens. minds.. 'They had 
no defence but the Breaſt-plate of Paith: And 
yet they fought not againſt fleſh and bloud one- 
ly, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, 
againſt the Ralers:of the darkneſs of this world, 
againſt you wickedneſs in high places. And 
as they fought againſt them, {o they over- 
came them, By their Faith they ſpoiled Prin- 
_ cipalities ; deveſted the evil ſpirits of their 
uſurped power over the minds of men; 
threw them out of their Temples ; falenced 
their Oracles ; beat down their images, ma- 
king ſhew of them openly, and triumphing 
overthem. And as the Romans, to magnific 
their Conqueſts, were wont to lead their 
captived Enemies in Triumph through their 
Cities; ſo the Apoſtles,by the might of Chriſt, 
carried the powers of Hell in open triumph, 
as thoſe whom they had victoriouſly taken 
captive, Thus, by the light of Faith, was the 
Prince of darkneſs vanquiſhed, and all his 
ſtrong holds caſt down. | 
B And 
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. Cableneſs, 'as to all outward appear- 


(6) 
'. And as they thus: conquered him, ſo did 
they all thoſe whom he had made Enemies 
to the Faith.. Neither the greatnef(s of the Ro- 
mane Empire on the'one fide; nor the mali- 
cious. practiſes 'of the Infide}: Jews on the 

 other;neither the wit, &crafty wilineſs of the 

Philoſophers, who decried the Diſciples for 
ſo many<redulous Fops; nor yet the Haran- 
gues, which the Oratours made againſt the 
meanelt of Chrifts Do&rines, : s ory m, 5 
x54v9, pgM4s, as comaining- nothing in them 
either Great, or New; were able to diſparage, 
or withſtand the Faith, Inſomuch, thar 
notwithſtanding the great oppoſition it 
met: with: in' the world; - The- deſpi- 
ances, 'of the Apoſtles who firft promul- 
gedit; the great prejudices which the gene- 
rality of men had taken up againſt ir, ( as 


concerning this Sect, we know that it us every where 


ſpoken againit ) and that moſt forcible tie-of 
intereſt, which hindred many from becom- 
ing Chriſtians ; I ſay, notwithſtanding thelc 
great diſadvantages , it grew mightily, and wh 
| vai ed; 


(7) 
vailed; And the Se& of- the Nazarens, (as 
Tertullus malicioully called the: Chriſtians ) 
was in a ſhort time more numerous then a- 
ny Se& whatſoever ; the Doctrines of Chriſt 
more univerſally received, then the Dogma» 
ta, the Opinions, of any the moſt renowned 
Philoſophers. :In ſum, the Diſciples, by be- 
lieving on the name of the Lord Jeſus, from 
filly, cowardly perſons, became valiant, and 
wile; conquering the ſtrong, confuting the 
learned ; baffling the wits, and overpowring 
the great ones : "The: Faith which they had 
received they valiantly maintained, in ſpite 
of bonds, and imiprifonments; threats, and 
intreaties ; . through: honours, and 'diſho- 
nours ; cruel mockings, and ſcourgings ; In 
a word; In ſpite of all the various, and moſt 
affrighting ſhapes which Death could pre- 
ſent it ſelf in. Thus the Diſciples and Primi- 
tive Chriſtians conquered the world; Thus 
the Fathers, and Prophets of old obtained a 
good report; Thus fought the noble Armiy 
of Martyrs; And thus, muſt all the Profeſ-. 
ſours of Chriſtianity behave themſelyes, in 

B 2 their 
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their ſeveral combates with. the world. For, 
Thu is the Vithery that overcometh the World, even 
our Faith, +: 

That I may chew —— Methodically 
and ſpeak ditintly ro the ſeveral parts of 
my Text. 

I muſt ſhew what this Faith is which overcometh 
the world, 

What are the neceſſary - HEY to render it 
victorious... ._ 

That this Faith h Oualified i is the ſureſt, and 
beſt way of overcoming the world, 

What this Faith is which overcometh the world, 
I nced not go far to ſeek;” Theinext words to 
the Text relolvethe. doubt.” *Tis the Believing 
that Jeſus is the Son of God ; (that he is the 
true Meſsias,, ) and conſequently the Be- 
lieving. all his FThreats' and Promiſes, the o- 
beying all his Preceprs and Commands. 

But becauſe we live ina ſceptical Age ; an 
Age which is aptto ſtrike atthe very Founda- 
tion of all Religion; and, with (elfus that 
Drolling Atheiſt, to obje&t againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, that which makes them ſo; their ve- 
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(9) 
ry Faith: * as if the Do&rines of Chriſtia- * Orig. 
nity were received without due examination. 7; L 
Though this Obje&ion might very well be #»« - 
retorted upon themſelves; For, who (I pray) ws 
are greater Dictatours, then the Oppoſers of *7** 


Religion 2 And muſt not their followers be D104 
ſtrangely credulous', who embrace the Pre- —_ 
ſcripts of fallible men, in oppoſition to the Ze 
Word of eternal Truth ? Yer I ſhall briefly -4:-,, 
endeayour to ſhew, that Chriſt the ſecond © 
Perſon in the Trinity, whom. we adore in ex- 
pectation of eternal ſalvation , was the true 
Melſsias. ; 

Faking then for granted the Divine au- 
thority of the Scriptures, the Writings of the 
Old and New Teſtament: "Though this 
muſt not be thought a Begging the Queſti- 


on; fince there are better Arguments to 
prove them ſo, then can be produced for 


the truth-of Salut, Livy, or any the moſt Au- 


thentick Niſtorians: * This granted, 'tis ma- * Vide 
nifeſt,: that immediately upon the fall of 405m 
Adam the Melſsias was promiſed, The ſeed of ſcripr. 

the woman. ſhall break the Serpents head ; afid 


B 3} | con- 


(10) 


——_— raiſe his poſterity to an higher 
pitch of preterment,thanthe integrity of his 
Creation entituled them to. That Chriſt, 
born in the:fulneſs of time, was the then 
promiſed Melsias, is manifeſt; ſince in him 


' were fulfilled all the Propheſies relating ei- 


ther to the Birth, Life,” Perſon, or offices of 

the Melsias. | 
To begin with the Firſt, The coming of 

Elias, forctold by the Prophet Malachi : Be- 


' hold, Twill ſend you Elijah the Prophet, before the 


coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. 
Was not this accompliſhed by his forerun- 
ner Saint John Baptiſt, who by preaching' re» 
pentance, by an-extraordinary ſeverity, and 
gravity ſuitable to that Doctrine, prepared the 
ways of the Lord, and made his paths ſtrait ? And 
are not the Jews moſt ſottiſhly barbarous, 
who will needs fetch Elias from Abrahams bo- 
ſom, ( that place of Reſt ) and ſo make him, 
a ſecond time, undergo the milcries of this 


life, for the fulfilling this propheſie ? ſince 


whatſoever benefit they expected from him, 
they might have reaped from the ſtri pat- 
| tern 


| Birth of Chrift, doth him a greater outrage 


(Cu) 
tern of the holy Baptiſt; ,whoſe life did ſo cx- 
ac&tly reſemble, if not outdo the Aufterities of 
Elias ; that ( unleſs they were wiltully blind ) 

they muſt needs conclude him to. be bur a 
type of Saint Jobn Baptiſt. 

. As for the Propheſie of 1/aiah, Behold, a1* 7 
Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a Son ; He that —_ 


3 


denicth ſuch to have been the miraculous 
then his moſt malicious enemies the Jews e- 
ver offered him ; though they had moſt ſe- 
vere Laws againſt Adulterers, and means pee. 
ſufficient to prove that he was not born in 22-v. 
marriage; for which they might have had ***F* 
the Confeſsion of Joſeph his reputed Fa- 
ther, and Mary his Mother. | 
The place of his Nativity was expreſ- ,,. 


\ fly appointed by the Prophet Micah, to bez3.3. 
\ Bethlehem in Judea, And is it not manifeſt, 


that Chriſt born there, was the very perſon 
deſigned by the Prophet ? as well by the. 
anſwer , which Herod gave to the wile 
men, after he had enquired of the Do&ours 
of the Law, where he ſhould be born; as 
by. 


Ifa. 53: 
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by that unparallelled murther ( when he 
found himſelf mocked by them) of a- 


bout fourteen hundred: infants, that fo 


he might be ſure to cut him 'off , whom 
the Jews at that time moſt carneſtly expe- 
Cted for their Deliverer, So horrid a Maſla- 
cre! that nothing but a curſed jealouſie of 
looſing his uſurped power, could haye 
made the bloudy Tyrant guilty of it. 

Then as for the manner, and condition 
of his life, foretold by Iſaiah; that be ſhould 
be deſpiſed, and rejefted wo men, a man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with grief : Were not all theſe 
doletul paſſages verified in Chriſt 2 Did he 
not ſpend about thirty years of his Life, in 
a lolitary,abje&t condition ? When he made 
himſelf knowa unto the world, was he not 
upbraided with the meanneſs of his paren- 
tage ? Is not this the ( arpenters Son? Was he 
not amanof ſorrows, when in his Agony he = 
complained, that his ſoul was exceeding 
{orrowful , even unto Death? And was 
he not acquainted With grief, when he ut- 
tered hk Tragical words, upon the 
Crols, 


0-5 v" oY * q 
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Croſs, My God, my God , why haſt thou for- 


{Uat. 
27.46, 


ſaken me ? 


Thoſe words of David, they pierced my hands, pr, 
and my feet, apparently. ſpecific the manner 22. 16. 
of his Death: And they muſt relate to 
Chriſt, ſince in Davids time there was no 
ſuch puniſhment in faſhion among the 
Jews. And were not all the other circum- 
Rances of it fulfilled to the leaſt Punctilio ? 

For, what could- make, thoſe rude ſouldi- 

ers, Who pierced his Sacred Side; that the 
ſcripture might be fulfilled, They ſhall look on ,,,,, 
him whom they harve pierced; \o civil, as not 12.10. 
to break his legs alſo? was not this done 


that atiother might be fulfilled, A bone of bim 


ſhall not be broken? + 
Was not likewiſe his Reſurre&ion fore- 

ſhewn by the ſame holy Writer ?  Thow wile ,, 
not leave my ſoul in. Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer 16, 10, 
thine Holy One to. ſee (orruption. David could 
not ſpeak this of himſelf, fince he was 
laid unto his Fathers, putto bed in the duſt, 
and ſuffered the corruption of the grave; Bur 
it;had its completion in Chriſt, who accord-_ 
| 7 C ing 
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S_ Mat. 


9. 34>. 


(14) 
ing to his promiſe roſe again from the Dead; 
in ſpite of all the attemprs of the Jews to the 
contrary, their ſealing the Stone, "and ſetting 
a ſtrict Watch : For it was impolsible, that 
the Conquerour of Death, ſhould be detain- 
ed Priſoner by the Grave. 

Were not all the miracles, which were to 
be wrought by the Melsias, fully performed 
by him ? . He gaveeyes to the blind, cars to 
the deaf, ſpeech tothe dumb, feer to the lame, 
reſtored the dead to life. Theſe were ſuch 
ſapendious things, as ſurpaſſed the power of 
Nature, for their greatneſs , exceeded the 
flight of Magick , for their reality; and 
were direcly.contrary to any-Diabolical de- 
ſign., for as much as they aimed at the good, 
and benefit of mankind. And 'tis very 
obſervable, that when the ſnarling Phariſces, 
would have blaſted the credir of his miracles; 
they uſed ſuch a ridiculous argument * as 
onely ſerved to prove, how well they de- 
ſerved: that charaQter which Chriſt gave of 
them, viz." that they were of their Father the: 
Deyil, or. more then ſo, fince they endeavour- 
ed. 


ed toexceed him, in his eſſential property, of 
lying, and calumniating, 

Then as for his Offices. He was to be a 
King; Infidel Jews ! and ſo he was; though 
not as ye vainly imayined , that he ſhould 
provea victorious Prince, conquer all the 
Nations of the earth, -by the dint of his 
Sword ; And that all the Potentates of the 
world, ſhould lay down their Sceptres at 
his Triumphant | feet, From which of 
your Prophets, ' could ye fetch this con- 
ceit? Ar his coming were not ſwords to 
be beaten into Plowſhares, and ſpears into prus j, , 
ning-hooks ? And therefore ſurely he never 4. 
intended to march in Battcl aray, or to 
engage in any bloudy Conqueſts. Was 
not he to be lowly, riding upon an Aſs, and a 2: 
Colt the Foal of an Aſs? and therefore a * 
deſpiſer of the Pomp, and Grandeur of 
this world. Did he not plainly diſown 
all Sovereignty here on Earth ? My king- 
dom is not of this World, And, indeed, whats. 7b» 
though he had been more vi&orious, than 1-36- 
Alexander ? won more Battels, than ever 

C 2 Ceſar 


; - (16) 2 80 
(Ceſar did? Would this have given him a 


renown comparable to thoſe vi&ories, _ | 
which: he obtained ' over hearts, their un- * 
ruly paſsions, and - appetites? What 
though he had appeared in more magni-_ 
ficent ſplendour, than Herod when: he' fat on 
his gaudy Throne; would this have been 
a Garb half ſo becoming the Son of God, 
as thoſe Robes of Righteouſneſs, which 
 madehimſhine fo bright in the world ? His 
Kingly Power was conſpicuous in more 
illuſtrious Inſtances, through the whole 
Syſtem of the Creation. The Angels were 
_ ambitious to miniſter unto him. :T he De- 
vils trembled at his word , and fell like 
lightning before him. The wind and 
the Sea obeyed him, Hunger and Thirſt, 
thoſe impatient deſires, waited his leiſure, 
Sickneſs and Health, Death and the Grave, 
and Hell ic {elf were forced to acknowledge 
his Sovereignty. E Vh20h 
As for his Priefſtly' Office. The Aaroni- 
cal part of it he diſpatched by offering him- 
felf a facrifice to his incenſed Father, And 
doth 


(17). 
doth he not ſtill continue a Prieſt, after the 
| Order of Melchizedek;- im bleſcing \tis,..and 
crowning'us - with: the Gifts and Giaces: of 
the 'Holy Ghoſt? ' © 

As. for his Prophetical, office, ati 
conſiſted: firſt | in making known r0-Us 
the Will of. :God; (This he did through the 
whole-courle of his Life ; | but eſpecially 
in that: Divine Sermon on 'the 'Mounr, 
wherein he added >wharſoever was want- 
ing,” explained: whatſocyer! was obſcure in 
the Old :Law: and propounded i Bleſſed 
neſs .upon{ ſuch cafie, ſuitable, 'and plea- 
ſant Terms , that we cannot mils /:of 
Heaven, without. making; our {elves 'milſe- 
rable on Earth. As for the ſecond part of | 
it, which \ conſiſted in forctelling things 
to come; . ofthis he gave: many: Inſtan» 
ces, particularl that ſad one of ithe deſtru- 
&ion. of Jeruſalem ; which he ſighed our © 
in the very anguiſh of his Soul, 0 Jeruſa- 


lem, Jeruſalem , Behold, your- Ebuſe is left” uns 774 oÞ 


to you Defolate: Which-\ was accordingly 


IE by the Romans, under the con- 
C3 duct 
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7. 46. 
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2. 22. 
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(18) - 
du&t of : Titus, 'about hs 20 year of our 
Lord. -When the miſerable Jews, too late, 
found him. a: true Prophet-to their coſt. 
For from that very time they became a 
moſt diftreſled, and defpifed Nation. In- 
ſtead: of being any —_ the: Darlings of 
Heaven, the People:aft God,;:and the Sced 
of the Faithful ; hey became the ſcorn of 
men, the refuſe of the Earth andaProverb of 
Infidelity.-/ An: inſtance iſo. diſmal, attend- 
ed with ſuch. Tragical circumſtances; that 
it:alone is enough to ſtrike terrour into all 
thoſe, who will not belicye that Jeſus i is the 
Son of (Gods: ; $7 

Burif tothis-we add the miracles which 
he performed, The Divinity of his ſay- 
ings: For never man ſpake like him : The 
unblameableneſs of his Life, For be did: 

no. ſin, neither was guile found' in bis Mouth : 
if o'rtheſe} the infallible teſtimony of the 
Father, the Word, and the. Holy Ghoſt the 
Confeſtion of. the Demoniack, . What: have 1 
; tq: do with Thee, Jeſus, i Thou Son of God moſt 
© bigh ? If ro theſe the diſmal Prodigies which 


(9) 


bappened at his Death: As the renting 


of the Vail of the Temple, © to: ſhew- the 
Abrogation of the Old Law: the clea- 
ving- of the Rock , to upbraid the''more 
ſtony hearts of his Crucifiers ; The rotal 
Eclipſe of the Sun, that ic might not! be- 
hold the ſetting of the Sun x; Righteoul- 
neſs. If to theſe, his powerful - Reſurre- 
ion; and after he had converſed four- 
ty: day ys upon Earth; his'no Jeſs wonder- 
ful Aſcenſion : And laflly, the greateſteem 
his very enemies had” of 'him, manifeſted 
in the. motion: which. Tibevius” "made to 
the. Scnate for his ' Apotheoft; :* He! who fert- 
ouſly conſiders theſe things; will be: for- 
ced to confel(s ' with the Centution , truly 
this was the Son of God, -Which Confelsi- 
on is that Faith which ovencometh the World. 
And that it may prove effeQual, it'muſt 
be duly Qualified : The ſecond rhing to 
be- onkdared, What are the neceſſary Qua- 
lifiaations te renderour Faith yitorious. © 

. Þ.\ Then our Faith muſt be lively, Warm, 
and Active: For, if a dull, languid habit 


» I 
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(29 
of Faith, ' would do the! great work of our 
Salvation ; [Then might. ;:thoſe ' who are 
dead in treſpafles and fins, hope' for as fair 
an inheritance in the Kingdom of Heae 
ven, as any, who by moitifying their earth- 
ly members, raiſed themſelves ito newneſs 
of Life; Then might thoſe lazy, cowards 
ly ſouls, who never had courage enough to 
give Battle to any oneſingle Luſt, expect the | 
ſame recompenſe of reward, with 'thoſe-ge- 
acrous ſpirits,, who by the difficult, and 
alsiduous. Acquiſts, of virtue obrained /a no- 
ble. Viory over themſelves; Them might 
the Regions of: Purity be defiled by: things 
common;.and-- uncleatn;';And Heaven be 
ſo far from being-aireward, that it would 
be as much ſhunned 'by all good men, as 
Hell ;is now dreaded by the wicked; It an 
Hiſtorical, notional Faith would ſerve-our 
turn, then might Lucifer, and his curſed crew 
hope to regain their firſt ' glorious eſtate, 
( For the very Devils believe, and-tremble ) not- 
withſtanding we-are aſcertain'd, that-they are 

"4" reſerved in everlaſting chains, under Darkneſs, un- 

to 
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to the judgement of the great Day. In ſum then; 
that I may neither enter into diſpute with 
the Solifidian, concerning Juſtification by 
Faith alone; nor yet contend with the 
Romaniſt, whether good works have any 
part in that glorious A&t;” I am ſure 
Saint James is poſitive in his determinati- 


on ; For as the Body without the Spirit is Dead, S. Jam. 
ſo s Faith without works alſo: And conſe. © ** 


quently no more able to obtain that dith- 
cult Victory, which is here attributed to.a 
lively Faith, then a dead Body is to perform 
the functions of Life, And indeed, as 
Epicurus was. the greateſt Atheiſt in the 
world, in allowing the exiſtence of God ; 
but then, ( as if he had ſuſpeAed either his 
Prudence, or Juſtice in managing the affairs 
of the. world ) complementing him out of 
his Sovereignty over it; for fear of diſtur- 
bing the ſerenity of his Being : ſo will the 
Solifidian be found to be the trueſt Infidel, 
who allowing Faith to be neceſlary to lalva- 
_ tion, moſt pexfidiouſly Rrips it of all thoſe 
enlivening Properties, which might fit, and 

| adorn 
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adorn it for ſo great an attainment, | 
Our Faith muſt be Uniform, and Undivi- 
ded. For there is one Lord, one Faith, one Ba+ 
ptiſm, and one onely name under Heaven, given 
unto men whereby Wwe muſt be ſaved, even the 
name of the Lord Jeſus. So long as the Chriſti- 
ans continued together, and were of the 
ſame mind ; ſo long as they maintained fim- 
plicity, and liberalicy, being ſolicitous for 
nothing but an Noly life; when all the gain 
they ſtudied was Godlineſs; when all the 
ſtrife, and emulation they: had, was to out» 
vie each other in the Praiſe of Piety;, 
when there were no Divifions,but of Goods, 
| and Poſleſsions to be parted among the 
| Needy : Then did the Church flouriſh, 
and a daily Addition was made of them 
that ſhould be ſaved. But when, inſtead 
of theſe lovely Qualities, there aroſe Secs, 
and Schikms ; when once that unhappy Di- 
ſtin&tion was made of Paul, and Apollo, of 
(hrift, and Cephas , whe men began to be 
lovers of themfelves, more then"of God; when 
the old ſtrife was renewed.; Which of them 
{hould. 
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ſhould be the greateſt; when the loſs of a Pre- 
ferment, was cruelly revenged upon the 
Church, by the ſetting up of an Hereſie ; 
when the wits began to deride the ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel ; and the learned were divided 
about points of Faith : Then did the Church 
truly ſuffer, and ſuſtained more damage by 
thele inteſtine broyles ; then by the hotteſt 
perſecutions of the Heathen Emperours. Of > 
the truth whereof; we have too ſad an in- 
ſtance in the fourth Century; when the 
cares of Arianiſm, had almoſt quite choak- 
ed the wheat; when the gates of Hell, were 
ſo near prevailing againſt the Church ; that 
the ' Catholick Faith ſeemed ro have but 
one Confeſlour; the Church of Chriſt to be 
no where viſible, but in Athanafins his 
Temple ; it that common ſaying be true, 
The whole world againſt Athanaſius, and Atha- 
naſius againſt the Whole world, So much it con- 
_cerns us to keep the Unity of the Spirit, in 
the bond of Peace. For, as a Kingdom, fo 
a Church divided within it {ſelf cannot 


ſtand. | | | 
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And fince this cantiot be effeted by the 


| ſole Threats, and Menaces of the Goſpel, 


1 Cor. 


( though moſt ſevere againſt Schilmaticks ) 
nor yet by the utmoſt power Chriſt hath 
committed to his Church, the dreadful 
ſentence of excommunication; by Saint 
Paul defined to be the delivering up to Satan! 

For what will they care for the Power 
of the Keys , who account it their privi- 
ledge to be . without the pale of the 


* Church ?) Therefore is ir, that God hath 
' ordained Kings to be Nurſing Fathers, 


And from hence ariſes another way (as 
ancient as Conſtantine the Great , the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperour) of dealing with ob- 
ftinate Diflenters, the enating and execu- 
ting Penal Laws againſt them. And may 
we not yet hope, that they whom for- 
bearance made - dangerous , and Toleration 
ic ſelf at length rendred intollerable; may 
at laſt be reclaimed, ( however, the dan- 
ger prevented) by a late Renowned A? An 
A& worthy the Royal Fiat of him who 
juſtly weareth the glorious Title of Defen- 

| der 
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der of the Faith ; and” becoming the great- 
nels of. its eftabliſhers ; who- could ne- 
yer have done God and their Country, 
the Church. and State better Service; 
than by preventing and ſuppreſsing Schiſ- 
matical and Seditious:Conventicles 
'3. Our Faich muſt be ſtedfaſt, and well 
grounded, For if it be toſſed to. and fro, and 
' Carried about with every wind of Dofrine, it 
muſt of neceſsity at laſt ſuffer Shipwrack. 
They that have itching ears open to-every 
Novel Teacher, arein danger of forfeiting 
the Ancient, Catholick Faith. Thus if in- 
Read of relying upon'' the Authority of 
Primitive Fathers and Councils, we admit 
of every upſtart Writer; will not this art 
length invalidatethe commands of the Apo- 
Rles ? IH. we-:receive our Religion fromthe 
Tribunal of the- Civil Magiſtrates; may 
not this at laſt bring us *under the con- 
demnation of the Phariſees; of rendrin 
the Word of -God uf ' none '6ftft,.' through their 
Traditions? And as (it trivſt' be ſtedfaft; fo 
ix muſt be well (grounded. That's, we 
0 D 3 mult 
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muſt be well aſſured of the truth of ic 
our ſelves, and able ;to convince the gain- 
| fayers. | | 
For our own aſſurance, *tis enough , that 
we have the ſame Faith which was once deli- 
vered to the Saints; That they had the ho- 
nour to converſe with the Authour of it, 
that they were Perſons of the greateſt Inte- 
ority; and therefore would not deceive 
others ; that they were Perſons very inquiti- 
tive and circumſpe; and therefore would 
not be deceived themſelves , that it was 
confirmed by miracles, atteſted and ſealed 
by their Bloud, that it prevailed in ſpite 
of all oppoſition, and hath 'been kept.en- 
tire in all Ages of the Church; According 
to Chriſts own Promile, That the Gates 
of Hell ſhould never prevail againſt it. . And 
now I might very well challenge our 
Modern Infidels, to produce half ſuch 
convincing Arguments , for the certainty 
of any thing. which they believe, as theſe 
which the Chriſtian hath to aſſure him of - 
the truth of his Faith. Burt the proſeccuti- 
| on 
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on ofthis Topick, ( though very pleaſing ) 
would carry me e beyond the limits of a Ser- 


mon, 


The beſt way to convince gain -ſayers , is to 
hold . faſt the faithful word , as it hath 


been taught, or as the Greek renders it ; 7 7 
figs X DO 
which is according to Do&rine; ( not accord: ,,,, 
ing to Fancy, private Interpretation, or the 7. 
Pretenſions to an extraordinary Light) For Wag 


the conſtancy of the Chriſtian in his Pro- 


feſsion, hath always been found: one of 
the beſt Arguments to confute Hereticks. 


Faith: thus qualified , that hath good works 
for its Life-Guard , that: is at unity with 
its ſelf, that is built upon the Foundation 
of the Apoſtles, and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief Corner ſtone; 
ſhall ſtand: like an impregnable Fortreſs, 
againſt all- the Batteries of the World. The 
laſt:thing to'be:confidered, - 

3. That Faith thus Qualified 3 is the beft, and aw 
reſt way of overcoming the World. 

What is here: meant by the World, let 


Saint Joby determine; The Luſts of: the feſh, -_ _ 
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the Lufts of the eye, and. the Pride of Life : to 
which we:may add evil Examples, | Perſe- 
cutions, and in a word , whatſoever Bait 
che. great Adverſary of Mankind throws in 
our way, to {cduce us from our Religion, 
and conſequently as. he diſpoſſeſied our 
Firſt Parents .of a Terreſtrial, ſo to pie- 
vent our arrival at: a Celeſtial Para+ 
diſc. | | | 
And arethelc the ſtrongeſt Forces, which 
the World can muſter up, and bring into 
the Field againſt us? Impar. congreſſus! The 
Fleſh againſt the Spirit! The members a» 
ainſt the mind! impotent Earth againſt 
the Powers of Heaven! all of them in 
open 'Rebellion; And may they receive a 

Doom anſwerable to their Crime. | 
1- Then Faith bids you. canſider the baſe- 
neſs and: weaknels of your Enemies; Luſts 
and Pride; Things which: the common 
conſent of Mankind, hath branded with a 
note of Infamy.. He 'rhat makes his: Belly 
his God, Intes to be. counted” a Glutton. 
The covetous wretch, though he deteſterh 
the 
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the .virtue , courts the . title of a liberal 
' Perſon. He that .is moſt addicted to vain- 
glory, would not be thought ambitious, 
He that' is {ſeduced by every. little tempta- 
| tion, thinks he is diſparaged when you 
count him one .of an ms facil remper, 
Can any thing then; be mare ignoble, than 
ro be. led captjve: by; tuch: vices which 
proclaim their baſenefs,, by difowning 
their name? was it not a ſtrange overs 
ſight .in. Eau, to fell his birth-right for 
a mels of pottage? A prodigious piece 
of folly in Judas, to betray his Maſter 
for a few pence? In Lucifer to forteit 
Heaven, to gratifie his 'pride > And yet 
of this rank are all thoſe, who ſurrender 
_ their Faith into the power of ſuch mean 
adverſaries. *Tis highly againſt the points 
of Honour, for a Perſon. of Quality to 
enter the field, and engage with a Peas» 
fant. How much more diſhonourable is 
ir, for an high and Heaven-born Soul to be 
overcome, by the low and baſe tempraci- 
ons of the World ? 
E 2, Faith 
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2. Faith bids you conſult your own 
ſtrength, and gives you power to exert it. 
The. Apoſtle could do all things through 
(Chriſt which ſtrengthned him; and if we 
cannot do ſo too, 'tis not becauſe Chriſt 
is wanting to. us, but we to our ſelves, 
The fleſh, indeed , may war againſt the 
Spirit; The' members may mutiny againſt 
the mind: Bur 'tis at their own peril if 
they do.; for the one is weak and uns 
wieldy., the other ready and active; and 
if the members eyer prevail, it muſt be 
through. the conſent:, degeneracy , or in- 
advertency. of the- mind. We. diſparage 
our faculties, and: diſhonour God who gave 
them; when we think all the freedom 
lefr us, conſiſteth in a liberty to ſin: Ir 
were better for us if we had no wills at 
all, than that they ſhould: lye under ſuch 
a fatak doom. We may, it we pleaſe, ex- 
exciſe that dominion., which is the- un- 
doubted right of: our Supreme Powers. A 
manifeſt proof whereof is , that there are 
yery few who are totally captivated by ſin. 
And 


031) : 


And they who are, have taken more pains, 
thus vilely to enſlave themſelves, than they 
| need have been at in aflerting the glori- 
ous liberty of the Sons of God, *Tis far 
more difficult to conquer the checks of 
Conſcience; than to keep it void of offence 


both towards __ towards man. 


3. Faith propoynds to you the joys of 
Heaven, and afſures you, that you ſhall 
be partaker of them, if you continue faith» 
ful unto the, end. And ſhall the fading 
riches of this World, be preferred to the 
immortal -treaſures- of . the other* The 
tranſient, dull, nauſeous delights of ſenſe, 
to thoſe vigorous, unallayed pleaſures , 
which are at. Gods right hand for ever- 
more? Shall the ambition of being great 
here, hinder us from being ſo hereafter? 
Shall the unconſtant blaſt of popular ap- 
plauſe, prevent us of the joyful acclama- 
tions of Angels ? Shall an carthly be more 
valuable, than an Heavenly Czxown ? Shall 
light afflitions: which are. but. for a _mo- 
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ment, make us forfeit an erernal —__ 
of Glory? i109] ; 19 03. VIS! 


Theſe are ſuch Conſiderations as have 
hitherto prevailed in the World; and 
they muſt do 'o ſtill, unleſs we can de- 
throne the King of Kings; murther the 
immortality of the Soul ; cancel the im- 
mutable laws of Good, and Evil; baniſh 
the reward which belongs to the one , and 
take away the puniſhment. which is due 
ro the other. 


And therefore in the laſt place. Thar 


| you may neither | be overcome. by the 


remptations of the World, nor think the 
joys of Heaven unattainable ; Faith pro- 
pounds to your imitation a whole cloud of 
witneſſes, of ' Apoſtles and Prophets, of 
Martyrs and Confefſours; who acquitring 
a5 a valiantly, received a' Crown for 
their recompenſe; ; «1 

| And 'as Faith is the means of overs 
coming the world, fo is it- the vitory it 
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ſelf; | For after [it;-hath fought the - 900d 
fight. here below, and reigned till: it hath 
put all. its enemies rinder 'its "fer, then it 
begins to, offer a kind of ſacred violence 
to the Regions. above, feeth Heaven open, 
and Chriſt ſtanding ar' the right hand of 
God; and ſo never ceaſeth to be vi&o- 
rious, until it be overcome. in an abyls 


of Glory, and ſwallowed up in the beati- 
fical Vition. 


To conclude. Let not this Faith which 
heretofore ſubdued Kingdoms, and wrought 
righteouſneſs ,' be it ſelf overcome by the 
iniquity of Chriſtian diviſions , This Faith 
which fought with beaſts at Epheſus, let ir 
not be conquered by any brutiſh paſsion, 
Let not this Faith which hath hitherto fi- 
lenced the Diſputer of this World, be now 
drolled out of the Church by the Atheiſt; 
This Faith which ſtopped the mouths of 
lions , let it not be devoured by the Le- 
viathan of our age. In a word; Keep this 
Faich which renowneth Kings , and ma- 
E '3 keth 
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keth Princes famous, which enobleth No- 
bility,” and keepeth the people in due- ſubs 
jection, which cauſeth a nation to flou- 
riſh, which will render our lives happy 
here, and crown us. with bliſs hereafter. 
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